Visiting the Pittsburgh Dragon Boat Festival can become a weekend of excitement in the ‘Burgh!  For our visitors, we provide the following information as a suggestion of a weekend of activities!

Friday, September 17, 2010:

Ready yourself for a weekend of activities by checking in to the Holiday Inn Express, 20 S 10th Street on the cusp of Pittsburgh’s historic South Side.  Amenities include a heated indoor pool, Jacuzzi rooms, and complimentary breakfast, plus it is within walking distance of over 200 eclectic shops, restaurants and nightlife. Information: www.hiexpress.com or 412.488.1130.

Tucked away in the heart of the South Side is Morning Glory Inn, 2119 Sarah Street, an acclaimed bed and breakfast in an 1862 Italianate style Victorian townhouse. For business travelers, Morning Glory is one of the Pittsburgh’s finest 

HYPERLINK "http://www.gloryinn.com/rooms.html"
b & b’s, and offers blazing fast wireless internet and SMART Board-equipped meeting facilities. Morning Glory's inviting New Orleans-style courtyard provides a fresh environment for "breakout" business planning meetings or people just wishing to enjoy a lovely retreat.  Information: www.gloryinn.com or 412.431.1707.

And only a mile away you will find Sheraton Station Square Hotel, 300 West Station Square drive, located alongside The Shops at Station Square where you can also find shopping, fine dining and nighttime activities. Station Square's 52-acre riverfront complex thrives with over 1.2 miles of the city's most unique dining, entertainment and boutique shopping. It reigns as Pittsburgh's premiere destination to dine, unwind, shop, and play: always offering something new and fun to do for everyone. Information: phone 412.261.2000.

OK, you’re ready for action!  Take the afternoon to delight in discoveries along East Carson Street (ECS), the main street that ribbons through this most eclectic, diverse and dynamic of Pittsburgh’s neighborhoods.  Catch a burger and a beer (they have over 30 on tap) at Fat Heads, 1805 ECS, or spend some time browsing Dave’s Music Mine, 1210 ECS.  Love the musty dust of old bookstores?  The district offers City Books, 1111 ECS or Eljay’s Used Books, 1309 ECS.  Whether you want to poke through a vintage clothing store or enjoy a good cigar, you won’t be disappointed! For more information on the many South Side shops, dining and more, visit www.southsidepgh.com.
Saturday, September 18, 2010: 

Enjoy the excitement of Asia at the Pittsburgh Dragon Boat Festival.  Situated in South Side Riverfront Park (follow S. 18th Street toward the river and stay on the drive to the end where the park begins), the Pittsburgh Dragon Boat Festival features music and dance in traditional costume, wonderful food, and cultural booths, from 11 am to 7 pm, all free to the public.  

The mission of the Pittsburgh Dragon Boat Festival is to bring Eastern and Western cultures together to promote a greater understanding and appreciation of the Asian diversity within the Pittsburgh region.  The Pittsburgh Dragon Boat Festival is an annual activity of Greater Pittsburgh Sister Cities Association.

The event officially opens with the exciting Dragon Dance, followed by performances courtesy of the many Asian-American cultural groups in the Pittsburgh area representing their homelands of Japan, India, China, Korea, Philippines, Vietnam, Tuva (Mongolia), and more. 

Visitors can watch and/or participate in demonstrations of various ancient arts including Ikebana (Japanese flower arranging), Origami (paper folding), Chinese Calligraphy (Chinese characters), Tai Chi (good for the heart!) and intricate Thai fruit carvings.  Meet Fuwa, the official mascot of the 2008 Beijing Olympics and sample the cuisine of the many Asian food booths.  

Kids will enjoy Storytelling, courtesy of State Farm Insurance, or the Westinghouse Electric Company Children’s Area for interactive activities and crafts.  Mom and dad can browse the many booths along the Dragon Stroll where shoppers will find gemstone jewelry, Asian-inspired textiles, lanterns, fans and more.  

The event is also supported in part by Dominion and grants from the Pennsylvania Department of Tourism, the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, and the Culture Center of Taipei Economic & Cultural Office in New York.   

After the event you can continue your world tour in one of South Side’s many fine restaurants… 

Mallorca (Mediterranean) - 2228 ECS - 412.488.1818 

Le Pommier (French) - 2104 ECS - 412.431.1901 

East Winds Bistro (Asian) – 2122 ECS - 412.431.7874

Claddagh’s Irish Pub (Irish) – 407 Cinema Drive, 412.381.4800

Ibiza Tapas Bar, 2224 ECS - 412.325.2227

Bruschetta’s (American) – 1831 ECS - 412.431.3535

Nakama Steakhouse & Sushi Bar (Japanese) – 1611 ECS - 412.481.6000

Qdoba Grill (Mexican) – 2777 ECS - 412.481.1229

For those who wish to avoid meat entrees (and for a real treat!), we suggest the Gypsy Café, 1330 Birmingham Street, the Victorian Tea Garden, 82 South 12th Street, or Zenith Tea Room & Antiques at 86 S. 26th St.  

Not tired yet?  If culture is your interest, stroll over to City Theatre at 1300 Bingham Street (412.431.4400) to enjoy a play.  South Side also teems with many fine galleries and studios, many of which are open late, late, late.  Check out La Fond Gallery (1711 ECS), Silver Eye Center for Photography (1015 ECS), or Space 101 at The Brew House (2100 Mary Street).  

Looking for something a little more eclectic?  Take in a concert at Rex Theatre, 1602 ECS, (412.381.6811 or through Ticketmaster.com) or catch some live music at Club Café, 56 S. 12th Street (www.clubcafelive.com or 1.866.468.3401).   

Top off your evening with a nightcap at Diesel (1601 ECS) or at Mario’s South Side Saloon (1514 ECS) where you will find sports memorabilia from our famous Pittsburgh teams decorating the walls.  Did we mention that they are famous?  Or if you merely want to rest your feet over a coffee or tea, try Crazy Mocha Coffee at 2809 ECS or buzz (get it..??…buzz) into the Beehive (1327 ECS) with it’s unique décor and desserts.  

Sunday, September 19, 2010: 

It’s morning in the ‘burgh you just gotta be hungry!  For a laid-back diner experience, stroll down to Folino’s, 1719 ECS (they’ve been there forever), or try the brunch at Double Wide Grill (2339 ECS), a converted auto garage.  Indoor and outdoor tables are available at both locations.

You must be tired by now, so we’re going to slow the pace a bit.  We’ve got four (count em - that’s 4) Carnegie Museums within easy drive distance: Carnegie Museum of Art and the adjoining Carnegie Museum of Natural History (which features the new and wildly popular dinosaur exhibit) at 4400 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213.  Information: www.carnegiemuseums.org or 412.622.3131.

Ever wondered where Andy Warhol came from?  Pittsburgh, of course!!!  The Andy Warhol Museum is located on the North Side (just cross a couple of rivers) at 117 Sandusky Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15212.  Information: www.warhol.org or 412.237.8300.  

Got the kids in tow?  They’d love the cool stuff at the Carnegie Science Center (complete with an Omnimax Theater), also on the North Side at One Allegheny Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15212. Information: www.CarnegieScienceCenter.org or 412.238.3400.

And while you’re on the North Side, you might want to visit the National Aviary (yes I said National…just because it’s here in Pittsburgh doesn’t mean it can’t be national) at 700 Arch Street, or the Children’s Museum, set in the historic Old Post Office building at 10 Children’s Way.  Information: www.aviary.org or 412.323.7235; www.pittsburghkids.org or (412.322.5058).  

Sigh - so much to do; so little time.  

If you want to get outdoors, take a stroll back through time at Point State Park where you can walk the grounds that once held Fort Pitt during the French & Indian War.  Situated at “the Point” where the Monongahela and Allegheny Rivers merge to create the Ohio (NOW you know why you keep hearing about three rivers!), remnants of Fort Pitt, and possibly portions of Fort Duquesne, were rediscovered in 1854 during railroad excavations.  Fort Pitt Museum, located at the site, allows visitors to examine the various military fortifications established on the site, deemed crucial for the control of North America, and the many cultures that influenced commerce and the development of the region.  The site also holds The Blockhouse, the last surviving building of the original fort, dating to 1764.  Information: www.fortpittmuseum.com or 412.281.9285.

Whatever your activity, we welcome you to beautiful Pittsburgh, proud home of the Steelers, Pirates, and Penguins (we’re a little partial, ya know!)  Enjoy the ‘Burgh!
